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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 22: HEALTH AND WELFARE

Chapter 601: WATER FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

§2611. DRINKING WATER REGULATIONS

1. State primary drinking water regulations.  The commissioner shall promulgate and enforce primary
drinking water regulations which are necessary to protect the public health and which shall apply to all public
water systems. Such regulations shall include:

A. Identification of contaminants which may have an adverse effect on the health of persons; [1975,
c. 751, §4 (NEW).]

B. Specifies for each contaminant either:

(1) A maximum contaminant level that is acceptable in water for human consumption, if it is
feasible to ascertain the level of such contaminant in water in public water systems; or

(2) One or more treatment techniques or methods which lead to a reduction of the level of such
contaminant sufficient to protect the public health, if it is not feasible to ascertain the level of such
contaminant in water in the public water system; and [1975, c. 751, §4 (NEW).]

C. Criteria and procedures to assure compliance with the levels or methods determined under paragraph
B, including quality control and testing procedures to insure compliance with such levels or methods and
to insure proper operation and maintenance of the system, and requirements as to the minimum quality
of water which may be taken into the system and the siting for new facilities. [1975, c. 751, §4
(NEW).]

Such regulations shall be no less stringent than the most recent National Primary Drinking Water Regulations
in effect, as issued or promulgated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency. Regulations under
this subsection may be amended from time to time, as necessary.

[ 1975, c. 751, §4 (NEW) .]

2. State secondary drinking water regulations or guidelines.  The commissioner shall adopt
secondary drinking water regulations or guidelines which are necessary to protect the public welfare. Such
regulations or guidelines may apply to any contaminant in drinking water which may adversely affect
the color, odor or appearance of the water and consequently may cause a substantial number of persons
to discontinue using a public water system, or which may otherwise adversely affect the public welfare.
Such regulations or guidelines may vary according to geographic, economic, technical or other relevant
circumstances. Such regulations or guidelines shall reasonably assure the protection of the public welfare
and the supply of aesthetically adequate drinking water; and shall be based upon the National Secondary
Drinking Water Regulations promulgated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency. Regulations
or guidelines under this subsection may be amended from time to time, as necessary.

[ 1975, c. 751, §4 (NEW) .]

3.   

[ 1977, c. 694, §364 (RP) .]
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